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From our Interim Director of Missions, Jody Kilburn:

Summer Ministry Update

Dear Pastors, Church Leaders, and Tri-County Baptist Association Family,

Summer has a unique rhythm in the life of our churches. While many people think ministry slows
down during these months, we know that some of the most significant Kingdom work happens
while school is out.
 
First, I want to thank the Lord for an incredible season of summer camp ministry. Across our
Association, we have seen students and children worship, study God's Word, build lifelong
friendships, and make life-changing decisions to follow Christ. Camps provide an environment
where distractions are removed, and hearts are often especially receptive to the Holy Spirit's
work. Thank you to our camp leaders, every pastor, children's leader, student minister, volunteer,
cook, driver, counselor, and prayer warrior who invested countless hours to make camp
possible. Your service is bearing eternal fruit.
 
Now, as June is over and July unfolds, Vacation Bible School is in full swing throughout our
Association. Every decorated hallway, every game, every craft, every song, every snack, and
every Bible lesson is another opportunity to introduce children and families to the hope found in
Jesus Christ. While VBS is often remembered for its fun and excitement, we never lose sight of
its true purpose: sharing the Gospel and helping children begin a lifelong journey of following
Christ.
 
Please continue praying for every church hosting VBS this summer. Pray that:
 

Children will hear and understand the Gospel.
Families who visit will become connected to local churches.
Volunteers will serve with joy and endurance.
Seeds planted this week will produce lasting spiritual fruit for years to come.

 
Summer also provides wonderful opportunities to reconnect with our communities. Whether
through neighborhood outreach, block parties, mission projects, sports camps, or simply serving
neighbors with Christ-like love, our churches are demonstrating that the Gospel is more than
something we proclaim on Sundays—it is something we live every day.
 
I also want to encourage our pastors and ministry leaders. Summer schedules can be
demanding, and ministry rarely follows a predictable calendar. Thank you for your faithfulness.
Week after week you preach the Word, shepherd God's people, disciple believers, and serve
your communities with humility. Your labor in the Lord is never in vain...be encouraged!
 
As an association, we remain committed to encouraging, equipping, and strengthening our
churches as we work together to fulfill the Great Commission throughout Christian, Stone, and



Taney Counties. We are always stronger when we cooperate, pray for one another, and
celebrate what God is doing across our churches.
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve alongside you. Please let us know how we can pray for your
church and how our Association can better support your ministry.
 
May God continue to bless your church, your family, and your ministry throughout this exciting
summer season. Also, I am so excited about our first Dr. Phillip Shuford Associational Missions
Offering! Such a great way to honor Phillip.

Introducing the Inaugural Dr. Phillip Shuford Associational Missions Offering

This year marks a significant moment in the life of the Tri-County Baptist Association as we
launch the inaugural Dr. Phillip Shuford Mission Offering--a new association-wide annual
emphasis designed to strengthen and expand Kingdom work across Christian, Stone, and Taney
Counties. Since this will be the first offering, we are asking for 100% participation in honor of
Phillip. Our goal is $20,000.

We are asking for the offering to be received on Sunday, August 2nd. The previous week,
July 26th-August 1st, is a week of prayer. If August 2nd conflicts, or if a later date is better, all is
good. Simply receive the offering at a later date, ensuring the Association receives it before the
end of 2026. Please be sure you indicate the offering is for this special offering when sending it
to the Association.

Below is a description of how the offering will be used within Tri-County. This is a great
opportunity to honor Phillip while investing in the local Association's ministry.



CAMPS AT BAPTIST HILL



Ignite Youth Camp and Spark Kids Camp were both great successes!

Ignite Youth Camp welcomed 101 campers and 39 leaders/workers. Despite some rainy
weather, the youth embraced the opportunity to play in the rain and enjoy time together. Through
small groups and fellowship, they strengthened friendships, learned more about prayer and
sharing their faith, and discovered that they are not alone in their walk with the Lord. They
learned that it's okay to be “Bananas for Jesus!” Deeper discussions upon returning home have
been reported as well as 1 rededication and 1 called to ministry.

Spark Kids Camp hosted 173 campers and 86 leaders/workers. The campers had an "Awesome
Camp" learning more about Jesus through Bible study, missions, recreation, and small-group
activities. It was a wonderful week filled with fun, learning, and spiritual growth. Reports that
have been shared so far indicate 9 salvations, 1 rededication, and 4 who were saved prior to
camp have now been baptized!

You can see pictures and daily posts (and items left behind!) on the Facebook page Tri-County
Summer Camps.

Thank you for supporting Tri-County Camps at Baptist Hill. Your prayers, encouragement, and
financial support help make these camps possible and provide opportunities for children and
youth to grow in their faith.

There is still an opportunity to continue your support by helping cover the cost of snacks
that were provided to campers and leaders throughout the week. Donations may be
mailed to:

Tri-County Baptist Association
P.O. Box 307
Nixa, MO 65714

Thank you for your partnership in this ministry and for investing in the lives of these children,
youth, and leaders.

SAVE THE DATES FOR NEXT YEAR!
Ignite Youth Camp - June 1-4 (Tuesday-Friday)

Spark Kids Camp - June 7-10 (Monday-Thursday)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL



Many Tri-County churches have already held their
great VBS 2026! As our churches continue holding
VBS over the next few weeks, please pray for
them:

July 13-17: Ozark Highlands (Ozark) - Answers in
Genesis
July 13-17: Hopedale (Ozark) - Answers in
Genesis
July 13-17: Real Life Hollister - Lifeway
July 13-17: Ozark FBC - Lifeway
July 19-24: Chadwick FBC - Lifeway
July 20-24: Crane FBC - Lifeway
July 26-30: North Nixa Baptist - Lifeway
July 31-Aug 2: Pleasant View (Highlandville) -
Lifeway
August 1: Ponce de Leon - Lifeway
August 14-16: Keystone Baptist (Reeds Spring) -
Lifeway

Continue to share decorations and materials with
each other!



ANNUAL CHURCH PROFILE
Deadline to Submit: August 18, 2026

The 2026 Annual Church Profile (ACP) forms were
mailed by Missouri Baptist Convention to Tri-County
churches on June 18. If your church's ACP clerk needs
any help completing this, please feel free to contact
Debbie at debbie@tcsba.com or call Monday through
Thursday at ﻿417-725-8825. The website to enter the
information is mo.sbcworkspace.com. Your password
will be on the form.

The information that is provided is a much-needed tool
for us to further the ministry to encourage, assist and resource our 54 churches in the Tri-
County area. Your church's information will not be shared in any way by the Missouri
Baptist Convention and will remain confidential.

The deadline for submission is August 18, 2026. Tri-County's annual meeting is set for
October 4 and receiving your updated information before then will allow time for us to
compile the information and update our records to complete the Annual Report.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. It is our privilege to serve
alongside you.

Thank you for your assistance!



MISSOURI WMU SW REGION EQUIP

Pray for churches between pastors:
Ponce de Leon (Galena), Smyrna Baptist (Rogersville), Sparta FBC

The Last Word  
 



And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not
give up.

Galations 6:9 ESV
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