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END OF SUMMER UPDATE:
LOOKING AHEAD WITH HOPE AND ANTICIPATION

Before we know it, another summer will come to an end, but we have much to thank the Lord for.
Throughout our Association, God has been at work in remarkable ways. We have witnessed
lives touched through Vacation Bible Schools, our summer camps, mission trips, our student
ministries, and countless acts of faithful service in our churches. Seeds of the Gospel have been
planted, believers have been encouraged, and relationships have been strengthened. We
rejoice knowing that God's Word never returns void.

Thank you to every pastor, church staff member, volunteer, camp worker, VBS leader, and
church member who gave countless hours to serve this summer. Whether you taught children,
prepared meals, led worship, drove a van, prayed faithfully, or simply encouraged someone in
Christ, your ministry has made an eternal difference, and you are appreciated. Your faithfulness
is a testimony to the cooperative spirit that makes the Tri-County Baptist Association strong.

As we head into a new school year and begin to transition into the Fall season, our mission
remains unchanged. The opportunities before us are as great as they have ever been. Across
Christian, Stone, and Taney Counties, thousands of people still need to hear the hope of the
Gospel. Our churches must continue working together and strengthening one another. We must
continue to equip leaders, plant and revitalize churches, and reach our communities with the
love of Christ.

This Fall will bring new opportunities for training, fellowship, and ministry partnership. We
encourage every church to participate as we continue working together to fulfill the Great
Commission. No church is meant to serve alone. When we pray together, encourage one
another, and labor side by side, God multiplies our efforts for His Kingdom.

Please continue praying for our pastors and church leaders as they prepare for a new ministry
season. Pray for our schools as students, teachers, and administrators return to the classroom.
Pray that God would open doors for Gospel conversations, strengthen our churches, and raise
up the next generation of disciples and leaders. Pray also for our Search Committee as they
labor to locate the man whom God has chosen as our next leader.

Thank you for your faithful partnership through your prayers, participation, and generous support
of Associational missions. Because of your cooperation, we are able to encourage churches,
develop leaders, strengthen ministries, and help advance the Gospel throughout our region.

As we look toward the months ahead, let us remember Paul's words in Galations 6:9:

"Let us not grow weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up."



Tri-County, continue serving with joy, loving your neighbors well, and trusting the Lord for an
abundant harvest. We are grateful to serve alongside you as we move forward together for the
glory of Christ.

Serving Together,

Jody Kilburn, CCC
Interim Director of Missions
Tri-County Southern Baptist Association

SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT
Your Search Committee to find our next Associational Missions Facilitator (formerly Director of
Missions) has been meeting and praying diligently since March.

March 19th - Our first meeting for initial training and relationship building.
April 14th - We worked together to form a job description that would reflect the scope of
work we saw needed in our Association.
During April through June, we published the opening and received resumes.
June 15th - the Committee met to review the many resumes that had been received. At
that meeting, we put in place a process in which each Committee member reviewed and
prayed over the same four resumes each day. Each member shared any further questions
they had for each candidate, their thoughts on each candidate, and their rating for
possible follow-up with the other members. This process took several weeks to complete
due to the number of resumes received.
June 27th - the Committee met to reach a consensus on which candidates we would like
to send general and specific questions for written responses. This was our first direct
contact with candidates.
July 27th - the Committee met to review the written responses from the top-rated
candidates and decide which candidates to contact for a video call.
This week, the Committee is conducting video calls with two of the top candidates.
After these video call interviews, the Committee will meet again to consider next steps.

At this point, we have not removed anyone from consideration. We are just now conducting
our first personal interviews. This is a critical point of prayer for this process. We know that God
knows whom He has to fill this most important role in our Association. We are only seeking to be
open to His leading in the process. If we do not sense consensus and leadership in these initial
contacts, we will move on to other candidates.

We ask, we beg for your prayers during this time.

Your servant,
Jim Cross
Chairman

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Most Tri-County churches have held their VBS for
the year and we've heard great reports! Please
pray for Keystone Baptist in Reeds Spring as their
VBS will be held next week.

Thank you to those churches who shared
decorations and materials with each other!








