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From our Interim Director of Missions, Jody Kilburn:

Greetings Tri-County Family!

I hope this newsletter finds each of you preparing to celebrate the Resurrection! Spring has
sprung, the weather is warmer, and soon the rain will begin. | want to take a minute and say
thank you for praying for me and for our search committee. Here are a few things you should
know:

First, our Search Committee has had its first meeting and is scheduled to meet again soon. We
have a great committee, and we should be encouraged by that fact. Please continue to pray for
them as they meet and seek the Lord for direction.

Second, 23 people from our Association signed up to attend the MBC-led VBS training on

Saturday, March 7t We are excited to hear about all the VBS planning underway. If you have
not, please let Debbie in the office know your VBS dates as soon as you have them. We would
love to have our Association churches share their decorations if possible. It is just another way
we get to work together.

Third, 1 will be teaching a seminar at the Association office on Discipleship and how to bring that
culture to your church. This will be a two-hour equipping time, so | hope you can plan to attend
or send someone from your church. (See details below.)

Lastly, | pray your upcoming Sunday is one filled with celebration and recognition of our risen
Savior! He is our only hope and the hope of a lost and dying world. May we be found faithful with
his message of healing and restoration. God bless each of you as you faithfully serve your King!
(Easter devotional below.)

Quarterly Discipleship Seminar: “Building a
Culture of Disciple-Making”

DISCIPLE When: Monday, May 4th Time: 6-8PM

Where: Tri-County Baptist Association
239 Downing St., Nixa
Map

Seminar Purpose: To equip pastors and church
leaders to move from programs to intentional
disciple-making cultures that lead to renewal and
long-term health.




RSVP by: Thursday, April 30th
Email: tricounty@tcsba.com OR
Call: 417-725-8825
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Living in Resurrection Power

“That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,
and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His

-Philippians 3:10

Living in Resurrection Power

“That | may know Him and the power of
His resurrection, and may share His
sufferings, becoming like Him in His
death.” -Philippians 3:10

When the apostle Paul wrote these
words, he wasn’t speaking about simply
knowing about Jesus—he longed to
experience Him. Specifically, he desired
to know “the power of His resurrection.”
That same power that rolled away the
stone, defeated death, and raised Christ
from the grave is not distant or symbolic
—it is present and active in the life of
every believer today.

Too often, we live as if the resurrection is
only something to celebrate once a year.
In fact, we live in a culture that has tied it
to bunnies and eggs. However, Paul
reminds us it is something to live in every
day.

» When we feel spiritually dry,
resurrection power brings us
renewal.

« When we struggle with sin,
resurrection power brings us
victory.

e When churches feel stagnant,
resurrection power brings them
new life.

The resurrection means nothing is
beyond God'’s ability to restore—not our

To know this power, however, requires
more than admiration—it requires
surrender. Paul connects resurrection
power with sharing in Christ’s sufferings.
In other words, new life often comes as
we die to ourselves and yield fully to Him.

Application

» Where do you need resurrection
power today—personally or in your
ministry?

» Are you trying to produce spiritual
results in your own strength?

» What would it look like to fully
surrender that area to Christ?

Take a moment to honestly and
intentionally answer these three
questions—and give it to Him.

Prayer

Lord, help Tri-County not to simply
believe in the resurrection—but to live in
its power. Bring new life where we are
weary, victory where we struggle, and
renewal where things feel stagnant.
Teach us to surrender daily, that we may
truly know You and walk in the power of
Your risen life.

In Jesus’ Name,

Amen



hearts, not our churches, and not our
communities.

JIM AND JUDY WELLS
MINISTRY SCHOLARSHIP

The Jim and Judy Wells Ministry Scholarship exists to extend God’s Kingdom by providing
tuition assistance for Tri-County Baptist Association church members who are pursuing an
undergraduate or graduate degree in Christian ministry.

Eligibility
This scholarship is available to persons who:
« Are pursuing an undergraduate or graduate ministry degree;
« Are a member of a Tri-County Baptist Association church;
« Have not previously been a recipient of this scholarship more than two times. (Priority is
given to first-time recipients.)

Scholarship amount

The amount of individual scholarships and number of scholarships awarded each year is
determined annually by the Scholarship Committee and is dependent upon the number of
applicants and the funds available to be disbursed.

The Wells Scholarship Team will meet in April-May of each yeatr, review applications, and make
a determination as to award. Applications and essays are due this year no later than April 15th

for this academic year.

Click this LINK for more information and an application on our website.

BAPTIST HILL SUMMER CAMPS

TRI COUNTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
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SUMMER CAMP 2026

COMPLETED GRADES 7THTO12TH | COST: $150
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Ignite Youth Camp
Tuesday, May 26 - Friday, May 29
Completed Grades 7-12

Camp Packets have been mailed to
churches.

I ISl IS I SIS B I I
VYV I I SI LI II LI D YD

YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THEM BY THEIR FRUITS. [ wmatthew7:20 ]

Zn the .[Mxl./{w High is
“AWESOME.
Meywat .K’my aven all the eanth,

PSALM a7:

COMPLETED GRADES 3RD TO 6TH | COST: $150 i
THEME NIGHTS +
A TUESDAY MT. VERNON MO
LN A hi))
VR glwl inthe darkd " + R
APRIL 27
NESI
t (lightof oM
Drss D your iavnme colebrty, am\ete
\aracter or someone you look up to!
+ (417) 725-8825 | tcsba.com

Spark Kids Camp
Monday, June 1 - Thursday, June 4
Completed Grades 3-6

Camp Packets have been mailed to
churches.




Individuals may register their camper(s) Individuals may register their camper(s)
and leaders may register themselves and leaders may register themselves
but please let your church camp but please let your church camp
coordinator know you have registered. coordinator know you have registered.
Registration for Ignite Campers Registration for Spark Campers
Registration for Ignite Leaders Registration for Spark Leaders

For more information, go to the website For more information, go to the website
Summer Camps page. Summer Camps page.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Have you sent your Lifeway VBS curriculum order to
Tri-County?

Please consider sending your Lifeway VBS Order form to Tri-
County. For every order we place, Tri-County receives a
portion of the total from Lifeway later in the year. These funds
are then used to help train Tri-County VBS leaders for next
year's VBS. Church Lifeway VBS Order Form

Reach out to our Tri-County churches and work together as
we prepare for VBS. Whether it's helping create decorations,
sharing materials, or offering your time and support, every
contribution makes a difference.

If your church is not hosting VBS this year, we encourage
you to partner and volunteer with another Tri-County church.
Your assistance can help strengthen their program and
ensure a meaningful and successful experience for everyone
involved.

Known VBS dates:

May 15-17: Sparta FBC - Lifeway

June 7-10: Nixa FBC - Lifeway

June 8-12: Billings FBC

June 14-17: Calvary Baptist (Ozark) - Lifeway

June 14-19: Shiloh Baptist (Marionville)

June 21-267?: Sojourn Church Nixa (to be held in Galena)
July 13-17: Ozark Highlands (Ozark) - Answers in Genesis
July 13-17: Real Life Hollister - Lifeway

July 13-17: Ozark FBC - Lifeway

July 19-24: Chadwick FBC - Lifeway

July 20-24: Crane FBC - Lifeway

July 26-30: North Nixa Baptist - Lifeway

August 14-16: Keystone Baptist (Reeds Spring) - Lifeway

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

Hopedale Baptist Church is hosting their annual Women's Conference on April 9, 2026
from 7-9 p.m. This year's theme is Bloom. Women of all ages are welcome to this evening



of worship and fellowship. This year's
FREE EVENT  speaker is Lindsey Ray.
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TCBA'’s Evangelistic Block Party Trailer is receiving
bookings for the summer and fall. If your church is interested
in reserving it, please contact Debbie as soon as possible to

see if it's available for your event.

For a modest usage fee of $50, TCBA churches have use of

a large bounce house, small bounce house, snow-cone
machine, popcorn machine, carnival games, corn hole, 9-
square in the air, portable sound system, pop-up tents, tables,

chairs and a portable generator.

In addition to the Block Party Trailer, these resources are available to TCBA churches—free of
charge—to use for church and outreach events: snow-cone machine, popcorn machine, cotton
candy machine, bubble-making machine, giant Connect game, inflatable Gaga ball pit, and a

giant inflatable movie screen.
Contact the Tri-County office to check availability and reserve. Call 417-725-8825 or email

tricounty@tcsba.com

Click Information to go to the website for more details

Update on Baptist Collegiate Ministry
from Nathan Sharon, BCM Director

Quite a bit has been happening lately with the BCM at College of
the Ozarks. As we continue to build up this ministry, Betty and |
have recently fallen under the conviction of the Holy Spirit that we
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need to shift our focus.

When Phillip and the team called us to this ministry, | had a vision
in my head of what the old BSU was like when | was a student. There were maybe a hundred

or more students who would show up, so the gathering was somewhat of a weekly, major
event. This is what we were pursuing, a weekly production with a worship team, preaching, all
the works. However, something seemed to be amiss. Some days we would have upwards of
50 students, but usually there seemed to be a consistent 10-20. It was a little strange on the

nights when we would have 10 students to be preaching to such a small group. It felt like we
were keeping the group at arm’s length; the model seemed stifling and resulted in what |

would describe as stagnation.

It was discouraging. It seemed like we were doing something wrong. But the Holy Spirit
convicted me that | was focusing far too much on numerics as the standard of success.



Through this, and some encouraging words and affirmation from Jerome Stockert, the MBC
Collegiate Director, we have decided to switch models entirely in order to meet the needs of
the few who are showing up; they desire to go deeper than what | feel we are able to do in a
larger, formal worship service. We are still meeting once a week for the main gathering, but
we have embraced a small group model. Funny enough, as soon as we switched, things
seemed to be far more fruitful, by way of building community, engagement with students, and
an increase in meaningful conversations. Every week, we sit in a circle on some really
comfortable couches, discuss the truths of God's Word, sing together, and pray. It is actually a
very sweet time of fellowship.

Since we are now fully embracing the small group model in this season of the BCM, we have
also started a men's breakfast book study. We meet on Friday mornings at 6:30 in the
cafeteria, and we spend time having some fantastic and encouraging discussions based on
the book Disciplines of a Godly Man, by R. Kent Hughes. It is a wonderful book, challenging
all of us in how we approach life, that the entire purpose of discipline is to exert intentional
effort to grow in Godliness. | have received some encouraging feedback from this group of
guys. | am greatly uplifted by these men with their desire to grow and mature.

Please pray for the ministry that God would continue to go before us. Pray for wisdom as |
prepare our weekly Bible Study through Esther. Pray for God's sustaining grace to energize
Betty, Sophia, and myself. Seeking to maximize ministry opportunities in relation to the rhythm
of college life results in quite a few /ate nights and early mornings. The power of Christ must
rest upon me; otherwise, | am weak and useless on my own. Pray for the continuation of
challenging and encouraging conversations to take place during the times of ministry.

Overall, | am greatly encouraged by what God is doing in the Baptist Collegiate Ministry. As
always, thank you for your support! Prayers are needed as we continue to lay the foundation

for the ministry and pursue a vision of success. To God be the glory, great things He has done!

For the Church,

Nathan Sharon

Keystone Baptist - Grant Received

Keystone Baptist is making great use of a
partnership grant from Tri-County! With this support
—alongside additional funds they’ve raised—they're
building a playground and a half-court basketball
court on their church property as part of a
meaningful community outreach effort.

Tri-County loves partnering with churches across our
Association in creative and impactful ways to
connect with and serve those in our communities!

Pray for churches between pastors:



Ponce de Leon (Galena), Smyrna Baptist (Rogersville)

The Last Word

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over Him.

Romans 6:8-9 ESV
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