11 Pastor Appreciation Ideas For Small Churches

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Here are 11 ideas to celebrate your pastor and show your
appreciation. These ideas do not require a large budget or congregation.

1.

0.

Cards of Appreciation for Your Pastor

Instead of just encouraging people to send cards, make it super easy by giving everyone a head
start and providing the cards and an instant way to deliver them.

Start early in the month for better results! Place an empty basket as well as small piles of cards and
envelopes on a table in your church lobby.

Encourage your congregation members to take a card, write a note of appreciation to your pastor,
and then return it to the basket. On the last Sunday of the month, give your pastor the basket filled
with the cards.

. Prayer Calendar for Pastor & Family

Print out a 31-day calendar with no month listed. Ask congregation members to commit to praying
for your pastor & family once a month, on a given date.

People put their initials on the date that they commit to praying for your pastor; they can choose
more than one day if they want. Present the calendar to your pastor, letting him know that your
congregation cares about him and covers him in prayer.

. Pastor Survival Kit

Present this to your pastor during a church service. Put these items in a small box with the
following explanations:

e Pack of lifesavers — for the times you were a lifesaver to me

Gum — because you help everyone stick together

Rubber door stop — because your door is always open to us

Hershey kisses — to remind you that your church loves you

Rubber band — because you challenge us to stretch and grow

Puzzle piece — because you are an important piece of what God is doing at our church
Cotton ball — to soften any rough times ahead

. Throw a “Dinner for the Week Party” for Pastor Appreciation

Encourage congregation members to bring in a future meal for the pastor & family.

Ideas include restaurant gift cards, pre-made frozen meals, or a basket filled with everything needed
to make the dinner (box of pasta, jar of sauce, cans of vegetables, box of Bisquick for biscuits, box
of cookies, jar of applesauce).

. Grow a “Gift Card Tree” for Your Pastor

Use either a small live tree or “plant” a stick with several branches in a bucket of sand and rocks.
Ask congregation members to bring in gift cards of any denomination — even $5 coffee cards or
hamburger cards. Clip them to the “tree” with mini binder clips or paper clips. Either keep this a
secret or have it in your welcome area at church for people to add their gift cards.

Allow for 2 or 3 weeks for people to bring in cards. Then present it to your pastor during the
church service.

Organize a Church Potluck Dinner or BBQ to Celebrate Pastor

ppreciation

Members should feel free to bring a card or gift, but not required.
Clever Food Signs for a Pastor Appreciation Dinner:
1. Thank you for your “fruitful” leadership — fruit tray
2. We “Do-nut” know what you’d do without him — box of doughnuts
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3. You make a “Mound” of difference in our church — Mounds candy bar

4. We want “S’'more” of your good teachings — sandwich baggies with a small chocolate bar,
marshmallows, and 2 graham crackers

5. Your “Commit-mint” to our church is appreciated” — bowl of mints

6. Thank you for helping us “grow” — make this a sign and put it in a plant

7. Host an Award Ceremony for Your Pastor
Give awards for the best smile, funniest joke, best sermon, snazziest dressed pastor, etc. ALL awards
go to the pastor! Be creative and create an award for anything wonderful or great about your
pastor. Make certificates, trophies, medals, or prizes to go with each category.

8. Pastor Appreciation Coupon Book

As a youth group, men’s group or any other group, create coupons for a themed workday, like
“outside workday at the pastor’s house” to do yard work, trim bushes, sweep the walk, etc.

9. Pastors Appreciation Hand-Made Cards

Hand-made cards from KidsChurch, Youth group, other ministries, or families in your church will
always mean a great ideal

10. Pastors Favorite Basket
Create an All-About-You Basket filled with the pastor’s favorites: favorite candy, favorite cookies,
favorite snacks, wall art of favorite Bible verse, something to support his hobbies (guitar picks,
fishing lures, bookmarks, golf balls, etc.), a bag of his favorite brand of coffee, or gift cards to his
favorite restaurant or coffee shop.

11. Fill the Mailbox Campaign

Schedule parishioners so that each day of the month at least one person mails a card to the pastor.
Don’t limit the cards; if one family wants to send a card every week or a card each day, welcome
the idea!

*Adapted from The Creative Little Church | Article: 11 Great Ideas for Pastor Appreciation — Perfect for Small Churches by Cheri Kulhawick. Sept. 15, 2021.
https://thecreativelittlechurch.com/pastor-appreciation-ideas/
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